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The environment Policy of the European Community, which started in 1972, reflects the worldwide concerns about man-made ecological deterioration. Europe's governments have recognized that joined actions and regulatory decisions have to be taken. Policy means priorities and the following question then arises: "How and with what success can the twelve Member States decide which environmental issues are of the greatest collective urgency and benefit and how does it fit in with national specific problems?" The different considerations in this paper are an attempt to provide elements for an answer to the problem.